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EUROPE CANNOT

France in Particular Will Be Bankrupt Unless
Adequate Reparations Are Collected

Either Peacefully or by Force
By FRANK H. SIMONDS.

HE arrival of May 1—for Purope al-
T wiyvs o diute of anxietv—brings In
than usual apprehensions this

for it is the day fixed in the Treaty
f Versatlles for the completion of the first
and the
which
ier-

more
VEar;
sertes of payments by Germany
of the further programme
provide for the Hguidation of
The recent
German appeal to President Hording to act
as an umplire and his prompt refusal to oot
in thar capaclty serve to bring home to the
United States the gravity of the situation.
About the whole subject of reparations
there has waged, since the
battle which shows no sign of aAbatement.
the CGermans seeking to
evade all payment and their French credit-

wdoption
should

many's debt to her war victims.

armistice, A

a hattle between

ors seeking restoration for thelr ruins. In
addition, @ hardly lesa sharp debate has
persisted In allied guarters over the sam

consldered reasonable and possible for Ger-
Al this decisive moment,
is worth while briefly

many (o pay.

then, perhaps it t
review the questions at Issue.

We have, first of all, to note the differ-
enee between the world war and the con-
flicts of the past, Given the immensity of
the struggle, its length and the correspond-
ing vnstness of the destruction, peace, when
it did come, revealed Inatantly the stagger-

ing fact that there could be no adequste
reparation made by the aggressor; that, to
put the thing bluntly, the German had

wrought havoe far in excess of his capacity
to restore, Whatever happened on the eco-
nomic side, all the European participants in
the struggle were bound to be losers, irre-
speetive of the battlefield detision,

Franco-Prussian War Indemnity
Twice the Cost to Germans

By contrast, when, after the  relatively
brief perlod of fighting Iin the Franco-
Prussian war, Bismarck not only annexed
Alsace-Lorraine, but laid upen France a
tribute of five bllllons of francs, upward of
£1,000,000,000, he obtained for Germany a
sum at least twice as large as that actually
expended by the vietors in the war, whe
had no devastated areas to restore, since
the war had been fought on French soil and
sach destruction as had been incident to the
strugele hnd bheen at the expense of the con-
fquered.  This £1,000,000,000 which France
had to pay could he paid and was paid in
two vears, and until the debt was discharged
German armies remained In occupation of
the enstern departments of France.

But in 1819, as contrasted with 1871, It
wius patent from the beginning in the Paris
conference that it was beyond the power of
CGermany to undo all the injury in material
things which she had done, and that for her
1o make such partial payments are are In
evitable would take many years, at least a
gemeration, us compared with the two years
within which France pald up. Two facts,
then, altogether too little appreciated in the
I W1 Btates, explain the present prohlem:
the inability of Germany to pay all
should pay as an aggressor, marally
n. legally bodnd 1o make good the harm

First

he

Second, the inevitable prolongation of the
1inl payment over at least a generntion.

Frequently In talking with Americans

wirt the whole subfect T find impatient pro-
iest mgainst the idea that the war should be
prolonged after peace, and repeated declars-
tiong are made that holding a whole people
o ransom or subjecting them to economic
lavery i® a vicious thing In Hself and a
pogitive menace to world peonce

Economic Misery to Be Offset
By Economic Slavery for Years
Yot In what other
gium and Ttaly
that which Justiee

way ¢an France, Bel-
even a fraction of
would nssign to them?
Tt the economic mervitude of the CGerman
poople must Inxt for a generation, awill not
the sconomie misery of the peoples which
were the victima of the German attack
canally a= leng?

Now, taking

receive

up the question of repora
tions figures, the situntion is this: At the
Pards conference it was ngresd, and the

igreement i= written into the Treaty of Vers
=nilles. that Germany should pay in kind or

n ogold up o 35000000000 hefore Mav 1
1021; that she should, In addition, jzeye
£1.000,000,000 honde to cover Nelgian oblizn-
tione, and thereafter two further =cts of
winde  of  310.000,000.000 ench Thiis

retual sum fAxed amonunted to £26,000.000,000

Hut, in addition, it wns left to the Allies te
demand additlonnl hond Issues ns they mieht
«lagriely

In paint of fact, whils nominally deciding
upon g figure of £24.000 000 000 a8 the =sum
totu] of repoarations, subject to Iater addi
tions, the Trealy of Versailles actualls
tronsferred rne whale quostion of the fixn-
tion of the tm to the reparations enmmis-
ot leaving it free_te decide sn a sum
ArEer or minle than the $26.000,000 000
il o determine all of the modalitiea of
payment Thie thing that was fixed
lefinitely was 1l im of the first payment,
that ie, 85.000,000,000 in gold or kind hefors
May 1, 1921

Amount Scaled by the Allies
And Fixed at $2r.000,000,000 Now

As  the discussion proceeded after 1he
Paris conferench had adjourned the Bu-
reme Council took the task of fixing the

marations out of the hands of the commis
and, after many tentdtive proposnis
wiunlly served on the Germanas in Londen
month o hill which called for a
pavment of £21.000 000,000 These flgures
held e inAsratond  heen e
whaole disciussion hns bheen confused by many
other detatte, Actually the Allles anll 16 the
Germang at Tondon, "We estimate that you
can pay s only a part of what you onght to
pay, but thet part we fix a= having n prea-
ent vilue of $£21,000,000 000"

Of course, t was perfectly woll undes.
wtoodd that Germany conld immndiately
pay £21,000 000,000 ¢ither In gold or In gooda,

=jan
st

Iearly the

not

that ghe could nay no Inrge fraction of It on
demand. What she wonld have to do was to
pay on the nstplment plin it piaeving on
the Instalment plan she would hawve alen
eare of both the principal und Lhe Interost,

that is, she would have to take ecare of the
annual interest on the capital sum, while
payving something each year to amortize tho
principal,

It was decided by the Allles, then. that
Germany should be compelled to pay her
debt in forty-two years, an instalment each
year; that she should meantime pay 5 per
centl. on the capital. Thus her total payment
over forty-two yvears would be $56,000,000,000
and her average yearly payment $1 338,383,-
333.33, This is the =um which Germany
refused to pay at London, thus precipi-
tating the .crisia which now continues and
must lead to grave consequences in the next
few days.

Hut Germany not only refused in March
to comply with the allied demands and un-
dertake to meet the payments fixed, but
she had also falled, and has continued to
fall, to meet the one fixed requirement of
the Treaty of Versallles, namely, that she
pay In gold and in kind at least $5,000,000,000

by May 1. On this payment she stands in
default, und this default opens the way
techinically  for allied action such as has
lone been threatened.

Dispute the Amount Paid,
Even Germans Admitting Error

To be sure. Germany claims that such
surrenders as she has made of arms, of
colonies and of other, things have amounted
in value to the $5,000,000,000, but this as-
sertion is denled by the Reparations Com-
mission. The commission estimates at less
than §3,000,000,000 the German payments
on this account, and even the Germans
have heen obliged to scale down their ex-
travagant claims,

Thus the whole discussion a!l the juncture
which we have now reached turns upon the
single question of the German capacity to
pay. The Germans at London not only de-
clared that they could not pay £21,000,000,000
but mads proposals which were accurately
deseribed as “ridiculous" by Lloyd (ieorge
and by all allied statesmen. Indeed, the
German figures were so small as to suggest
a_deliberate intent to flout the Allles, and
as a consequence the frank HBritish polley
of moderution, the manifest British wish to
curh any extravagant Frepch claims, was
paralyveed, and France for once saw the
British Prime Minister compelled to follow
the French In accepting military measures
against Germany. .

From the day of the sarmistice to the
present moment the discussion on repara-
tions has raged. At Paris the most con-
flicting figures were presented to measure
German  eapacity; one Englishman sug-
gested  $120,000,000,000, another £10,000,000,
000, Our own Amerlcan experts ranged
from $25,000,000,000, which & approximately
the London figure, down tn $12500,000,000,
which more or less coincldes with the maxi-
mum German offer.

Germany’s Capacity to Pay
Not the Only Point at Issue

When vou have considered all the mass of
teatimony of the experts, German and allied
alike, you are bound to conclude, first, that
the whole subject 18 n matter of speculation,
and, second, that some of the most serious
problems involved concern not German ca-
pacity to pay but allied capacity to absorb
payments not made in money but necessarily
in goods. Even if the whole question were
submitted to arbiteation, granted that a
neutral tribunal could be found—and the
whale warld is Interested in the matter,
pecuniarily interested—the declsion would be
largely a guess, for there Ig no possible
methed of proving In advance what German
capacity to pay is or what allled capacity to
receive payment may be.

As to the sum at present fixed, all that
one can $ay ls that many experts. including
aome Anierican, believe that Germany eéan
pay E56.000.000.000 In forty-two vears, which,
neg I have emphasized above, represents a
present or capital value of $21.000,000,000,
At least thelr evidence Is as good ps that
presented by the champlons of the Germans
und hy the Germans themselves, nor is it
leas trustworthy than the Judgment of exs
perte who are less completely Influenced by
iy nitionalistic sentiment or sympathy,

But unhappily the financial Is only one
aspeet of the reparations discussion. The
politien! i¢ even more troublesome, We have
first to conslder the frank determination of
the Germans to pay nothing which they ean
got. out of payving—a wholly understandable
purpose, but ong which leads to evil conge-
because the French are flseally
unless the Germans pay all of the
French share

quences
rulned
£21,000,000,000, of which the
will be about §11,000,000,000,

War Is Only Disguised Now
By a Mere Fiction of Peace

You may state the case quite accurately
when vou say that France |8 ruined If Ger-
many does not pay and pay in full. Tat if
Goermany does pay nnd pay in full, then for
nt least n generntion she will be in cconomie

sopvitude, men and women unborn when
Germany attacked Franee In August, 1914,
will have to see the frults of their labors

turned over to another nation.
At London Cermany sald flatly and de-
flantly, “I won't!" To which France re-

plied, for the moment with allled approval, -

“You will and you must!™ And allled armies

were get In motlon and a portion of the
Muhr reglon accupled

We nre, then, face to face with the con-
ditlons of war disgulsed by a polite fictlon
of g France, with her edonomle future

and her present financlal solvency nt stake

demands German payment in full, up to the
st neroed upon by all the Allles in n re-
ent 'aris conference and notifled to the
Ciermnns at the London gathering. France

pomsesncs g powerful army and all the nee-
eaaary machinery for coerclon. If Germany
remains defiant, then France can occupy
wll of the groat Ruhr Indu=irial region, con-
tnining mora than half of the coal of Ger-
many, and operate the vast manufacturing
plants to her own profit as well as employ

the copl mines to feed her own industry
wnd ne n bosis of palitien]l and economic
mrter In Kurope,

Cermuny refuses to meetl the allled termm,
hut sceka at the same time to avoid French
neenpation She facem two porsibilities
which in her mind apell the same sort of

ritn, To wutmit to allled figures means
0 BT of hard labor. To refuse to
ibmit me ip occupation of the richest

REPAYOUR DEB

indnstrial  distriet,
own Industrial life
nomic and political
empire,

In this dilemma she has come the
United States after appealing to the Britlsh
in the vain hope that we will intervene and
save her both from the necessity to pay
and the danger of French oecupation,

But up to the present moment the whole
provlem of German reparations has had
only one of two solutions: either the ruin
of Franee or what seems to Germans the
almost certaln ruin of Germany. Not to be
pald, for France, means national collapse.
To pay means for (Germany putting her
eceonomie future In pawn, The world has
been asked, I8 now asked again, to declde
between France and Germany. To Inter-
pose on behalf of Germany means to geal
the fate of France, for, ag | have pointed
out, unless France gets the maximum sum
now fixed as German obligation she s
finaneclally ruined.

To Placate Germany Is No Part
Of the French Programme

Of course, if Germany had ever given the
slightest evidence of an intention to pay
anything, except under duress, the situation
might be different. But German tactles now
are exactly what they were In the submarine
days; the Germans were prepared to prom-
ise anything, to use any and every appeal
to neutral prejudice, but they were not
ready ever to abandon the use of the sub-
marine, and they are not now ready to pay,
to pay anything except under pressure. The
best proof of their spirit |s their steady re-
fusal to abide by those portions of the Treaty
of Versallles which direct German disarma-
ment. Here, too. they have consistently
evaded, deceived, defied.

As for the French, they have come to the
end of thelr patience. Financlal collapse is
within slght as a consequence of the wvast
sums France has already expended to restore
her rulns in advance of any German pay-
ments. The French have made up their
minds that the Germans will never pay ex-
cept., under the immediate and constant
pressure of force, They have declined to be
made the dupes of German tactices any
longer. Their temper is that of the United
States after the final German submarine
blockade of Felbruary, 1917.

What Is even more serious is the fact that
the French have reached a plteh of desper-
ation which precludes the possibllity of ef-
fective Intervention by any country. France
balieves that the rest of the world is not
ready to make any saerifice for French
safety or solvency, If Great Britain and the
United States pontinue to give a measure of
apparent sympathy to Franoe, each Is really
hnxious, in the Interests of its own economic
affairs, to restore peace in Central BEurope
and to obtain this end by such reduetions in
the sum total of reparations as may placate
Germany

Amended German Proposals Would
About Cancel Allied Loans to U. S.

From the French point of view, British
and even American policy seems, upon trial,
to alm at restoring economic peace in the
worldt at the expense of France, who haa
most 1o lose by the reduetion of German
reparations. Roth we and the British signed
n treaty nt Versallles promising to come ta
the ald of France in ease of German attark in
the future, hut since we have fafled to ratify
the treaty is dead. Prance has nothing loft
now but her own strong right arm, and it is
strong at the moment. Therefore most
Frenchmen agree that now fs the time to net.

The German suggestion that the TTnited
States arbitrate and the subliminal AUgEes-
tion in Mr. Hughes's reply that Ameriea was
ready under certatn  cireomstances  to
mediate left the French, If not cold, far from
impregsed. If the United States shouldl
mediate, should decide that Germany could
only pay $15.000.000.000 instead of £21,000,-
000,000, would the [nited States, having re-
Mueed the sum, azree to help to collect the
reduced total? Thi= was the flrst French
inquiry, te which the ohvious answer was
that the TTnited States would not,

But there Is 4 second inquiry, bound to be
made hefore long, If the possibility of Ameri-
can mediation recurs. Europe owes Ameriea
some $11.000,000,000 2in lians, which will
amount to $12,000.000,000 Lhefore any payment
hegine, The United States has Indlented
that it wlil not cancel these allted loans. But
the chlef source, the basic security for the
loans I8 the German reporations account.
Suppose we should, as medlators. fix the
sum of reparations which Cermany could
pay at $15,000000,000 fram whicrh would be
dedueted what Germany hag already pald,
namely $3,000,000,000 In round sum-—and
this fifteen billions was the favorite figure
of our experts at Paris—would not all Eu-
rope at once conclude that we were only
Interested In geeing that Clormany palid our
ereditors Just enoueh to ¢nable them to dis-

the prestration of her
and the possible eco-
disintegration of the

tin

churge thelr obligations to pe?

And it the United States insizted that
yermany should be trented gently and gen-
erously, that her eapacity for payment
ghould he gravely considered, could the
T'nited Btates consistently display toward
her recent nllles of the war o more exacting
spirit than she permitted them to show
toward Germany, recently  the common
enemy ? Not enough sttention has Heen pald

in this country to th reumstance of our
own loans to BEurope, lnrger the reduc-
tlon In the sum total of German reparations,
provided the final flgure not fall helow
the sum of mir loans hetter becomes
our security for our Thus in reality
we are not a disinterested but the most in-
torestod party in the whole German repara-
tions discussion, because we have A JArger
gum at stanke than any one elwe,

tlown
the
N

America Really Is Most Interested
Party in Reparation Talk

The diMoully with an
miee lles In the self-evident fact that any
sum which = within the limits of even re-
mote probability, say even the fAftean billlons
of the conserative Amoerican exports, I8 so
great that Germany will not undertake  to
pay it, save under pressure, nnd is bound to
senk at every future apportunity to avold
paying. Fveon If the sum were fixed at $15,-
000,000,000 it would be a matter of & quarter
of a contury hefora It conld possibly be patd

pasilile compro-

in full, and throughout that whole period
you would have the same German evaslon
attempted and the same need of coercive

methoda on the part of the Prench,

Under the Treaty of Verssilles allled
irpops were to occupy German territory for
tifteon years, progressively weyvapcunting dis-

trlets,  provided Goermany  observed the
treaty provislons. Put Germany has al-
ready violated the treatly provisions, and

the French hava Indieated thelr determina-
tlon, an a eonsequence, to extend the period
of occupation over the time during whieh
the payments must be made. In n word, we
are golng to have German torritory ecoupled

by French troops for the length of time
payment of the account takes, and this will
certalnly be a quarter of a century.

But If Germany continues to seek ova-
slon, you are going' to have an ever Increas-
g extension of the area of occupation.
which Is now to be expanded to include the
Ruhr. Thus you are certain to have i con-
aition of all but technical war lasting for at
least a quarter of a century and probably
for a full generation. Under the Treaty of
Versallles France is within her rights in
insisting on this occupation; but under her
own conception of national interest Ger-
many refuses to comply with the treaty
terms, which must be complied with if there
is to he any evaouation,

Even if the sum of reparvation should now
reduced France would still retain her
urmies of occupation, her sole method of
Insuring payment, and any attempt of Ger-
many to evade, and such attempts are in-
evitable, any disagresments over detalls
would lead to new crises exactly like those
which have disturbed Burope and the worlid
for the past two years and led to two ex-
cursions beyond the Rhine, while a third
aven more extensive, is now preparing,

T

New International Conference
ould Accomplish Only Delay
Talk of mediation leads to no solution, be-
cause there Is no corresponding agreement
lo enforce the terms which emerge from
auch a mediation. Neither Great Britain
nor the United States 1s interested In as-
gisting France in enforcing any terms by
supplylng troops to assist the French in
the occupled area. Both the United States
and Great Britain are vitally Interested in

TIFGERMANY BALKS

Urgent Need of the Moment Is a United Front
by the Allies in Enforcing the
Versailles Treaty

closing up the German dispute and in re-
storing the German market for thelr own
trade. Hut both the United States and Great
Britain hold Franece to pay very large war
loans and they cannot successfully under-
tuke to persuade France to reduee her bill
aguinst Germany while Insisting that she
pay them every centime which she has hor-
rowed from them,

In the last analysis, France {5 not going
to make concessions which will materially
reduce her own reparations clalms while the
gole or the major benefit will fall 1o the
Britigh and American nations and the
whole burden will fall upon her own treas-
ury. But if France sets out to collect her
bill by employing her armies, as she can, the
process will work very great havdship both
to the United States and to Great Britain.
If the whole question were sent to another
international conference no useful result
would be attained unless the United States
and Great Britaln were prepared to forego
some of thelr claims against France to bal-
ance French reéductions of cluims against
Germany. Nor syould anything be accom-
plished that woy In restoring order perma-
nently and avolding new crises, unless the
British and the American governments
sgrecd to assist Franee In muking Germany
pay the reduced sum,

Meantime France, feeling hereelf alone
and knowing that she has now the power to
solge the most valuable German industrial
distriots and pay herself out of them, can no
longer be held back by British and Ameri-
can opinlon, this s a fact which derives ad-
ditlonal strength from the CGerman policy,
which aims at isolating France and using
British and American selflsh Interests to ad-
vance German enda.

Tt may be that some way of delaying
French action may still be found, although
a8 I write there seems small chance of It
But delay e¢an count for but liitle so long as
the basic conditions remaln unchanged. The
feot is that in waging war Germany did
France Injuries which can only be paid for
in part through long wvears, that Germany
can only be made to pay at all by the exer-
eige of foree by France and that the exercise
of foree means the prolongation of war and
the postponement of economle stability all
over BEurope indefinitely, But any failure
tn exsrelse force means for France economic
and flacal ruln now and politieal destruction
a few years hence, when Germany by virtue
of cscaping reparations payments recovers
strength far more rapldly than the neighbor
she has ruthlessly erippled.

MeClure  Newapaper
1921.)

[ Capyright Suyndionte,

Women Crooks Thriving on Riviera

BHolt door at

Amateurs of High So-
son of Robberies
HerALD.
N the vast tide of travel to and from
warning visitors, who have been carrying
“Don't go away {rom your rallway car
money or papers of value in yvour breast
money so that any one ¢an see where you
cfforts of the French rallway companies and
clever international gang of thieves"
overy bedroom door:
your
Yot the losses have continued, especially
ceed a total value of 25000000 franes!
The figures are just out. Counting thefts

cial Standing Baffle
By STERLING HEILIG.
Copyright, 1921, by Tue New Yonx HERALD,
the Mediterranean resorts the follow-
more valuables this season than wns ever
section leaving valuables In a bag.
pocket.
keep the latter when tickets are called for.
police first class Riviera tralns are used
In every great hotel along the Sllver
“Notlee!  Becurity!
in hotels, villas, balls and casinos,. The son-
Put a pin in the figure. In Parls the yenr
of money, fewels, stocks, bonds, &c., the

Police in Record Sea-
Special Correspondence to Tue NEw York
Moxmi Carvo, April 16,
I ing “don'ts" are widely published,
known or dreamed of before:
“Don't carry vour pocketbook contalning
“Don't carry railway  tlckets with your
“Don't forget that notwithstanding all the
on occasion by well dressed members of o
Shore there 18 a new slgn Inside the room, by
night!*
sutionn] jewel robberies of the season ex-
1820 has been called “a year of robberies.”
vear's losses amounted to 24,000,000 francs

Of 265,027 people arrested 4083 were for-
elgnors,
You see. In this Riviera season of thres

months, when arrests have bheen few, con
victions nil and practically nothing recov-
ered, a greater total.hns been lifted than all
the professional erlminals got out of Paris
In & yrar!

Detectives See Feminine Hands
In Most of the Robberies

By whom? Who did 1t? Why, young lady
amateurs for the most part and other unde.
tectod beginners!

Sueh s the astonishing coneclusion
which the best police in the world have comne
Had professionals alone been gullty they
would know it. Professionals leave # trace
especially In these days of passports and
fenm work between the pollee of cltles. Hero
there I8 nothing to take hold of. It Is scat-
teredd work of unknown parties, undis-
tinguishable from their victims, It Ix not
the heavy touch of men but the elegant
hand of the born lady!.

How should not women turn ercok in the
temptations of these gambling cities? Look
at the white hands aguinst the green cloth
of the roulette and baccarat tables! ¥lim-
inate the hodles at the elbow, Pleture the
coffin shaped table surrounded by a hundred
beautiful, clutching hands!

Read the local papers
the Inst two weeks,

From the Eclatreur de Nice:

“An Amerfean woman lost 12,000 francs
nt Monte Carlo, She managed to geL ae
far na Lyons, where she arrived without
money to continue her rallway travel or
for a hotel or food, She was unsuccessiyl
in trying to cash a check, but managed to
Induce the Ameriean Consul st Lyons to
Indorse it. Later, the check proving to he
bud, he feit obliged to make s eomplaint
against her.'

Obseryve the succession From boule, nt
whose popular stakes you can lose, at most,
only o few hundred dollnrs at a sitting, they
promoate themselves to baccarat, whers you
can win tens of thousands, The third step
in to make up for losses when no cash re-
malns (o stake you, A case that han made
imrmense sensatlon is thus told hy the Paris
Fdition of Ture New Yonk Hemaun:

“Aceording to an ageney telegram from
Cannoa, Mra, wife of the well
known tennis player, has been greested and
charged with stealing a pocketbook which
in mnid to have contained 5,000 francs.

“For severn] months past, it s alleged,
thefta of pockethooks have taken place on
the eoursa at Cannes. The polios found It
diMeult to ecarry out thelr Investigntions,
owing to the fact that most of the paople
eoncerned were prominent Hreitish soclety
folk Eventually, however, a teap was

to

I quota only from

The Lady in Black, Monte Carlo’s

1
i

Inid, and the detoctives kept watch, dis-
gulsed as gardeners,

“Mre ———— |8 45 yvenrs of age and has
done much entertnining on the Riviera.
Her husband j& the eldest son of Sir

—_— M. P. and {8 one of the
most famous tennis players England has
produced In the year — he was
chosen to represent  Cambridge  against
Oxford.”

The final step is to go in for jewels in a
businesslike way, Of course, there are per-
plexity., trembling and loss when, as So
often happens, o girl goes in on her lone-

some and sellg one piece at a time to the
advertisng “diamond brokers” and “jew-
elry ofeces” which swiarm in these. gam-

bling efties, “payving the highest prices” to
visitors who have gone broke at the tables.
The only safe way s to work with some
honest man who knows an honest fence—
pardon, ladles, recefver of stolen goods—to

buy them. Of course, the honest man s
no professional. He never stole i pin, nor
wonldn't,

1t is ndmitted m all s=ides thot there is

a4 new eategory of women jewel thieves who
haunt the best hotels and restanrants,
The London Expross secs 1t from Nice:
“They are often partners of swell mobs-
men, and thelr beautiful gowns have come
out of the povkets of wealthy men who
have been fleoced ot cards, &e They sit
ir hotel dining rooms and ensinos, with
eyves alert for wearere of the finest gems
“They mark down (Helr vietim and wait
and walt for a  favornble :.prmrllmlf_\'
They may wall a Aoy, a week, or o month,

for they know the virtue of patlence At
jngt! The victim s In n cfowd: she s
leavimg the theatrs Thuarriedly she in

gqueezed n the press by women acqguaint-
ances of the hotel and others.  Or ot home,
in the holel, Inek-
Ing up Ner Yewels Of mornings, she chate
In her piegnoir, i dhe next door  suite,
without even veorifying that hor mald re-
malng to hald the fort Of nftermoons,
there In 0 golog and coming of admiring
aequaintances—for the Jewsl owner s
vain, and jowals bostow nelther sénse nor
Alscretion Whenever the opportunity
selged by thier"

ahe & careless about

semos It In the Indy

The
“Womon

Dally Mail takex up the theme
thioves have 1ttle difficuity
in turning stalen #tones nto money, They
hava found thelr market and have only to
keep open thelr communications with the
reenlver, There hna Intely been a great
inerease [ the number of sauch women
thieves, and Jewsl owners eannot sxorelse
too much cars—particularly to avold talk-
ing about thelr joweln in a loud tone of
voles.”
Which s
learn
ANl this is clear, saye my frlend Durot of
the police of Nice: hut "whers are they,
where do they come from and where do they
goto?"
“T know

exacdly what they will mever

what a hotel ¥at |8, save Durot.
“Hhe In n Iady in a slippery ek rubber
suit, wkin tight, who operates nt  night
und makes no nolee Bhe can get inlo vour
room andjewels while

vid talte your muoney

lLosses at Gaming
Tables Drive Many
Girls to Theft and

Cheating at Bridge

you are asleep. But the ral is not impro-
vised. The rat is a profeasslional. She travels
with n he-rat to ‘open any door that exists’
and assist in her get-away. We know most
of the high class rats, Tt is a difficult pro-_
fession. Where are they? Even the 'schein-
tod pistole shooting a combination of
three German gases, was found on & non-
professional—a Dutch gentleman travelling
with an authentle lady—and, apart from [ts
possession we have been unable to lay any-
thing to them!"™

So the answer dawned on him slowly.

“It ismn't rats,” he says, “it's mice! Once
neain, as in the fleld of sport, the amateurs
have beaten the professionals to it!  They
are amateur young lady crooks, They don't
need to pleklock doors in rubber sults, They
are acqualnted with thelr victims, They do
rats' work in full daylight!™

Girls Are Quick to Learn
Crooked Ways to Win at Cards

How do they get the nerve? How do they
slip down to it morally? How do they find
an honest “fence” to buy the jewels they
sneak?

It begins with bridge rather than with
baccarat. If you could see them play bridge
in the big hotels you would understand how
the most diverse are drawn together. The
rich, lonely and silly meet the broke, lively
and skilful. . When it comes to skill it & not
impossible for a bright girl to become more
or less able to recognize “squeczed” high
cards by the small lump In dealing them
Of cour=e, It bhegins with signalling. Youne
ladies learn rapldly—when they take flutters
at roulette, boule and haccarat and need o
surer way to win a stake or pay & hotel bill!

The toachers are men, Not regularly younyg
men but fine old fellows with white mus
taches, ex-army oflicers with wooden legs o
tired faced, melancholy chaps who look ke
business men recuperating their health,

The girls learn, anyvhow, to “smear the
pack.,” Tt Ia a rough-and-ready trick, suf-
ficlent for the foolish' rioch ladies and the
honest men of their families whe are ite
prodestined victims, If you take a card from
a new pack, moisten your finger and draw it
across the polished back the mark will re-
main, even If the cards are played with eon
tinuously for a week. It i imperceptible in
most Hghts, particalarly after the pack hns
bwen handled once or twlce—except to the
eye which I= looking for It

These things are known, says Durot, but
it s unother thing to prove them. What is
there to go on? How shall they accuse a
lady living In a palace hotel? Her money
comes in checks from Paris and London. I=
she all the time making sequaintances
with women possessing jewels? So do all
the other women in the palace hotels. They
are the lonely rich. They oling to a smart
voung woman, who Is amusing. When the
police suspect, they dare not act. They
know that they will find nothing.

The advige]l Mouse weurs glovesa, Bven
the lone Indy knows that she had better not
lenve finger prints. Only poor servants—
valets and chambermalds—go leaving their
Bertillon autographs ol over the furniture,
to confuse any such evidenes, if any.

Dr. Locard, head of the Prench police
rchool at Lyons, has made a discovery, the
most Important «inee Bertillon established
erime detection by fingerprints, Not only
can a person be traced by the prints of his
Angers, but, Just woll, by =imllar prints
made by any part of his or her hody. Any
ol the pores of/the skin leave unmistakable
distinguisling moarks: and Dr. Looard calls
the new sclences “poroscopy.”

A crook in Puris, for example, in opening
the drawer of n Jewel mafe restod his left
elbow on o marble table. OF glx suspects, all
woll known professionils, the man whose
cibow pores eorresponided to those loft on
the marble table was convictoed!

Here, one would say, Is a chance to get
the Mice, Yes, truly, cin take pore
prints on glnss topped dressing tables, mar
ble topped chiffonlers, agninst white enam
elled woodwork, varnished furniture, or even
will  paper—wherever  Mousle may  have
lenned, for an Instant, Ostenfng, aft ex-
pited, before pouncing on the emerald ring
and pearl drops.

But—walt!  Why should It bo Mousle?
Might not any of ten other women guests
have left those pore prints?

You'll say ' wo, not If they carrespomnd with
Moushe's dimpled olbow !

Ah, not if——, of course, of ecowrme!

If you have nerve, savs Durot, (o go ask-
ing fifty ladies in o palace hotel to plgase
let you make prints of their foet, toes, el-
Knves and Torcirne, . « &

s

voil

bowes,




